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Remarks 

This is a reply to the Official Action dated July 24, 2008 and the restriction requirement 
and resultant non-compliant amendment dated March 13, 2009 regarding the above-identified 
patent application. 

The restriction requirement and withdrawal of the method claims is traversed. The 
remaining method claim 14 is admitted as being obvious to one skilled in the art over pending 
means claim 27 and vice versa. In view of this admission, the restriction requirement must be 
withdrawn. See MPEP 803 II < GUIDELINES. "If there is an express admission that the claimed 
inventions *> would have been < obvious over each other within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 103, 
restriction should not be required." (bold emphasis added.) 

This is not an admission that if one of claims 14 or 27 is found to be unpatentable over 
prior art that the remaining claim is xmpatentable over the same prior art. 

The Examiner has objected to the drawings on the grounds of existing textual material 
and hand written figures. 

While neither of these are valid reasons for drawing objections (See MPEP 608.02(b)I), 
substitute drawing sheets are provided that incorporate type style numbers and eliminate textual 
material as shown in the enclosed annotated sheets. In the annotated sheets, textual material is 
shown as crossed out and added numbers are circled. No new matter is added. 

Clean and marked up copies of a substitute specification are provided to include 
appropriate sections. No new matter is added. 

Original claim 1 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112 on the ground that the instant 
claims are enabled only for polymeric methacrylamide. The claims have been limited to 
inclusion of polymeric methacrylamide. 

The Examiner has further rejected claim 1 on the ground that it is not clear what 
"breaking open the enclosing water" means. There is no doubt that it means that water enclosing 
the soil particle is broken open. There is no possible ambiguity. The Examiner is referred to 
page 2, line 9 of the specification that says: "Introduction of the additive according to the 
invention into the soil mixture, by virtue of the water casing which generally surrounds the 
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individual grain being broken open, obviously results in better coagulation by virtue of the 
stronger adhesion forces with which the individual particles of the soil can adhere to each other 
after their water casing has been broken open...." 

The Examiner has also objected to the phrase "soil, preferably argillaceous material 
and/or course clay" as being indefinite as to whether it is soil or argillaceous material. Again 
there is no ambiguity. "Soil" is generic to both "argillaceous material" and "clay". The 
Examiner is referred to the definition of soil in "McGraw Hill's Dictionary of Scientific and 
Technical Terms", 2""* Edition, 1978, pages 101 and 1489. "Argillaceous" - "Of rocks or 
sediments made of or largely composed of clay-size particles or clay minerals." and "Soil"- 
"unconsolidated rock material over bedrock" 

There is no ambiguity and the rejection should be withdrawn. 

The Examiner has also objected to claim 1 on the ground that a "preferred" altemative is 
included in the claim. The claims have been amended to overcome the objection. 

The Examiner has also objected to claim 1 on the ground that there is insufficient 
antecedent basis for "the enclosing water" and "the grain" in the claim. These objections have 
been overcome by amendment. 

The "means" terminology objected to by the Examiner has been overcome by 
amendment. MPEP 2181 requires a three prong test. In particular, (C) requires that "means for" 
must not be modified for achieving a specific fiinction. hi the present case, broadest "means" 
claim 27 has more than enough modifying "sufficient material" to overcome any presumption 
concerning ambiguity or breadth of the claim. The rejection should therefore be withdrawn.. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, all rejections imder 35 U.S.C. 112 
should now be withdrawn. 

Claim 1 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over either U.S. 
Patent 6,340,385 to Wammes or U.S. Patent 4,964,918 to Brown et al. 

Neither of these references teach or suggest the presently claimed means or construction. 

Wammes teaches away from the present invention in that it teaches forming a gel. Gels 

as described by Wammes have a water matrix which is exactly contrary to the highly 
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consolidated material used in the present invention where water surrounding soil particles is 
broken apart. This is similarly true of Brown et al. 
All rejections should be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is submitted that all claims are now 
in condition for allowance, which action is courteously requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 25330 
Simpson & Simpson, PLLC 
5555 Main Street 
Williamsville,NY 14221-5406 
Telephone No. 716-626-1564 
Facsimile No. 716-626-0366 

Dated: July 13,2009 
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ArenlcolJdae 
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-^^Mfy. zooJ.lTje lugwonns. a family of mud- 
^?^£rni? belonging to.thc Seden(aria« 
'oEpU. A hole, groove, or other tna 



GEOU. A hole, groove, or other mark in a sedi 
/generally sandstone. Interpreted as a bunpw 
— icplous marine wonn or a trail of a molliisk 

.-v.v; .J. , 

p^ljzopj Living or burrowing in sand. 
^{oMl A ^TOpcan stage including Lower Ordo- 
^9, time (above Tremadocian, below UaAvir- 
;riown as Skiddavian. 

VjConsoJidated sand^iexture sedimentary rock 
-jtion. Also known as arenyte; psammite. 
ij:<fnite. 

^^ONj With Macs as a center. 

I>elerminadon. by observation andmea- 
&,fe ?^act positions of points on. and the figures 
^toe portions on the suriace of the planet Mars, 
pjgnd size of the planet Mars, 
^^g^ONl Referring to positions on Mars mea- 
0B^J^9^J^ P^«««fs equator and in longitude 
feri^nce meridian. 

^grkONl The study of the surface featuies of 
gg^fpgraphy. fccoLj Descriptive biogeography, 
^t.lTie portion of the iris bordering the pupil 
mWi^^^^ ring surrounding a nipple, vesicle, 
small space, interval, or por« in a tissued 
^^?Pi; f^^^^ P« ^rcular pigmented area sur- 
^^P^ of tht breast. Also known as areola 
"^airmtary areola. ' \ 
^^Hs^Jftf areola mammae. - 
ppNl The scietitifi^study related to the proper- 

I The planet Mars. 
.. J?^.^^i«fed ridge produced by the merging 
m^'^ known as arris: cribi serrate rid^ 
^m^, An asteroid wilhadiameterofabout210 

:^wndis|aricefromthesunof3.069astroS 
^ri^ surface composition. 

|?,^OLj A^code ward used intemaUonally to 
|;m fi^recast; Usually applied to an aviation 

gpiJ A 1^ wo^ used intemattoally to 
m units in the EngUsh system: 

5^^!^? ^aviation weather forecast.- ' 
fejF^^^ A black monoclinic amphlbdle. 

^ trioxide with occIudJdS 
4?gm, Also known as soda homblertde. 



]es: 



CfiN 



^i,- r^iATHj A iwo^imensional cartesian coor- 
^representing the compie? number, the 
'I^S? by the point Whose 

||arA gas lamp having a tube-shaped wick, 

^^^i? «>ft.4cks, a family of arachnids in 
"^^'^ ^« ar? importait as 
l^^^ diseaso vectors- for man aTSoSesti^ 

UmoNl A t(5chnique to estimate the 
v^aw9 stars; it myolves estimating the diflfer- 
variable stars as cimpaSSTo 
ff? that are invariable. 

WS^^i!^^^"^' of thegaslrointe^. 
are thoiight to secrete serotonin, 
k ^S-ee reticular fiber. 
iRclating to or containing sliver, 
silver suboxide. 

Wl^' fJ.^ ^ ^^'y 'n^i'^e deepwater 
^.including deep-sea smells: in the^oX 

f&^I. Ag^S A lustrous. lead-gi^ay ore of sll- 
rn^io mineral and is dimorphous .with 
.^own as argyrite; silver glance; vitreoiw 

rdl^^l^^ Complexes formed, for ex- 
pd^tion of silver ores and In electiioplatlng. 



arflonlometry [analychem] A volumetric analysis that em 

arganlum [chem] Latin fo> silver. 
rrsu»^Sii,^^°''--p.e«„ Msec, 
argillaceous. [OEOLj Of. rocks or sediments made df nr 

"mtel"""'" ^'^^ ^ «i'*««9n in which certain 
^^t^ converted to nrfnerals ofthe clay group 
a«2 Tj?T^ Abounding I„ or producfai day. " 
arglUito [pbir] A compact rock foimed from flltsinn» 
or claystone but Iritennedlate In ± 

than mwbtone but lacks the fisslHty of shale". 

Vda, and Pyxis Najitica), Abbreviated Arg. Ato 
rfAda^-^*^*'*^™""'*»'^««ft'dto^ 

ro?seS.KMi---->-- 

Argulolda - Dnv zboj A group of cnistaceans knowii as the 
fish lice: taxonomic status Is uncertain^^' 
argument [astronI An angle or arc!" as in anmmen* «f 

argumentofperlgea IastoonJ The angle or arc bse«ifro>« 

e A^u^^ A St., of vi«,al mag^ft^te 1.74, ipectfal 

*{kta ".n}r' ^ or- bluish discoloraUon of (ho 

sWn and mucous membranes produced by tha mr.innI!U 

arflyrophlllalllcefibar S'a teUcnlar fiber. 

u'*' [iNvzoo] An order of annelids in thoeluM 

arhyllunlclty (biolJ A condtlion chartcierized by the »h. 
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4 tlmes^ natural size. 



ARQENTITE 




2.5 cm — J 
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of SgSn. ""^ the poslUon 



soft phosphate 
Sol 



covered by a metal plaCe bolted or Hveted to the ve^el: 
«pfl phosphate [mater] Powdery, Impure tricalcium phos- 
t phat&' separated in fertilizer imnu&cttire from rock and 

' PP^"^ ^^^^^ ^ holhi with a soft point, intended to 
' 'spread upon strikdng a target with some resistance, such' as the 
'• flesh of game; not permitted in combat operations. 
' to!t radiation [phys] Radiation whose particles or photons 

have a low energy, and, as a result, do not penetrate any type 

of material readily. 

soil rime, [hyd] A white, opaque coating of fine rime depos* 
Ued chiefly on vertical sutfaces, especially on points and 
^ges of objects, generally in supercooled fog. 

soft r^ck [Mm ekoI Rock that can be removed by air- 
operated hammers, but cannot be handled economically by a 
pick. [P£m] 1. A broad designation for sedimentary rock. 
2. A rock that is relatively nonresistani to erosion. 

$oft rot [PL ^ath] a mushy, watery, or slimy disintegration 
of plant parts caused by either funjgi or bacteria. 

$oIt-8lie1l disease [inv zoo] A disease of lobsters caused by 
a chilinous bacterium wliich extracts chitln from the exoskel- 
ctpn. 

soft shower [nuc phys] A cosmic>ray shower that cannot 
penetrate 15 to 20 centimeters *6f lead; consists mainly of 
clecUons and positrons. 

sofiiBblder [met] Solder composed ofan alloy of lead and tin» 
Also known as low melting solder. 

soil soldering [met] Soldering with a soft solder.' 

soil liibe [electr] 1. An x-ray tube having a vacuum of 
about 0.O0O0O2 atmosphere (0.202650 newtoh per square 
meter), the remaining gas being leil in intendonally to give 
iess-p^etrating iays than those'of a more completely evacu- 
ated tube, 2. See gassy tube. 

software [adp] The totality of programs usable on a particu- 
lar kind of computer, together with the documentation 
associaited with a computer or program, such as manuals, 
diagrams, and operating instructions. 

software monitor [adp] A* system, used to evaluate the per- 
formance of computer software, that is similar to accounting 
C»ckages, but can collect more data oonoeming usage of 
yifious components of a computer system and is usually part 
of the control pFograin. 

soft waste [TmcT] The waste from yam manufecturing prior 
to spinning, including some spinning waste; usually repro* 
cessed in the mill. 

soft water [chemI Water that is free of maigncsium or caU 
ciumsalls. 

soft wood [kiater] Wood from a coniferous tree. 

soft x-ray [electromag] An x-ray having a comparatively 
long wavelengUi and poor penetrating i>ower. 

soil'x-ray absorption speolrosoopy [spect] A spectroscopic 
techAlque which is used to get information about imoccupied 
states above the Fenni level in a metal or about empty 
conddction . bands In an inoculator. 

soft x-ray appearanoe potentiai speotroscopy [spect] A 
branch of electron spectroscopy in which a solid surface Is 
bombarded with monochromatic elecUrons, and small but 
abrupt changes in the resulting total x-ray emi^ion intensity 
are detected as the energy of the electrons is varied Abbre- 
viated SXAPS. 

sogasold [phys] A system of solid particles dispersed in a 
gai: 

8ohm Abyssal Plain Ioeol] A basin in the North Atlantic, 
about 2400 fadioms deep, between Newfoundland and the 
Mld-Atlaiitic Ridge, 

Solincke's law [phys] The law that the stress per unit area 
normal to a crystallographic plane needed to produce a 
fracture in a crystal Is a constant characteristic of a crystalline 
substance. 

soil (oEoL] 1, Unconsolidated rock material over bedrock. 
2. Freely divided rock-derived material containing an admix- 
ture of organic matter and capable of supporting vegetation. 

8011 air [oeol] The air and other gases In spaces in the soil; 
specifically, that which is found within the zone of aeration. 
Also known as soil atmosphere. 

8011 atmosphere See soil air. 

*ol| blister See frost mound. 



soll-cement [mater] A compacted mixture of soil, cement, 
and water used as- a base course or surface for roads and 
airport paving. 

Bolt chomlstry [oeochem] The study and analysis of the 
inorganic and organic components and the life cycles within 

soils. 

sou colloid [oEOL] Colloidal complex of soils composed 
principally of clay and humus. 

soil complex [oeoi.] A mapping unit used in detailed soil- 
surveys; consists of two or more recognized classifications. 

soil conservation [ecol] Management of soH to- prevent or 
reduce soil erosion and depletion by wind and water. 

soil creep [oeol] The slow, steady downhill movement of 
soil and loose rock on a slope. Also known as suriicial creep. 

soli eroBt'on [oeol] The detachment and movement of top- 
soil by the action of wind and flowing water; 

solMlow Setf solifluctibn. 

son fluollon ' See solifluction. 

soil formation See soil genesis. 

sol I genesis [oeol] The mode by which soil originates, with 
particular reference to processes of soil-fonning factors 
sponsible for the development oi true soil from unconsoli- 
dated parent material. Also known' as pedogenesis; soil 
formation. ' ' '• 

soil mechanics [ekg] The applloatlon of the laws of solid 
and fluid mechanics to soils and similar granular mateHals as 
a basis for design, construction, and maintenance of stalde 
foundations and earth structures. 

soli microbiology [microbio] A study of the microorga- 
nisms in soil, their funcdons. and the effect of their activides 
on the character of the soil and the growth and health of plant 
life. 

soli moisture See soil water. 

soli physics (oeophys] The study of the physical character- 
istics of soils; concerned also with the methods and insUu- 
ments used to determine, these characteristi<£s. 

soli pipe [ciV ENO] A vertical cast-iron or plasdc pipe for 
carrying sewage firwn a building ihto the soil drain. 

Soil profile [oeol] A vertical secUon of* a soil, showing 

'horiz(»is and parent material. 

soil rot [PL patb] Plant rot caused by soil microorganisms, 
soil science ' [0£0i] The study of the formation, pi^opetties; 

and classification of soil; includes mapping. Also known as 

pedology. 

soil serled [oeol] A family of soils having similar profiles, 
and developing from similar oiisinal materials under the 
influence of similar climate and vegetation. 

sol I shear strength [oeol] The maximum resistance of a soil 
to shearing str^es. 

soil stabilizer [mater] A chemical that alters the engineer- 
ing prwrty of a natural soiUxised to stabilize soil slopes,- to 
prepare Tot buUdbig foundati6ns, and ti> prevent erosion. 

soil stadk' [build] The main vertical pipe into which flows 
the waste water from all fixtures in a sUncture.' 

soli stripes [oeol] Alternating bands of fine and coarse 
material in a soil structure. 

soli structure . [oeol] Arrangement of soil into various ag- 
gregates, each differing in the chamcteristics of its particles. 

soil survey [geol] The systematic examinaUon of sells, their 
description and classification, mapping of soil types, and the 
assessment of soils for' various a^cultural and engineering 
uses. ' 

soil thermograph [eno] A remote-recording thermograph 
whose sensing clement may be buried at various depths In the 
earth.' 

soil tharmometer [eno] A thermometer used to measure the 
temperature of the soil, usually the mercury-in-glass ther- 
mometer. Also known as earth thenpometer. 

soil water [hyd] Water in the belt of soil water. Also known 
as iliizic water; soil moisture. 

soil-water belt See belt of soil water. 

soil-water zone See belt of soil water. 

sol [cheki] a colloidal solution consisting of a suitable 
dispersion medium, which may bo gas, liquid, or solid, and 
the colloidal substance, the disperse phase,- which is disUib- 
uted throughout the dispersion medium. 

Sol See sun. 



